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Global 
Total cases – 9,682,414 
Total deaths – 491,113 
 
United States 
Total cases – 2,446,706 
Total deaths – 124,749 
Total # tests – 29,207,820 
 
The U.S. hit a new daily record of coronavirus infections this week, and more than half of U.S. states are 
seeing an increase in cases. 
 
Administration 

• HHS Secretary Alex Azar says there has been a large investment in three different 

Covid-19 vaccine candidates. 

o Vaccine candidates are now in human clinical trials, “some with the potential to 

start delivering safe and effective doses before the end of the year,” says Azar at 

White House virus task force briefing 

o In addition, “we’ll be adding support for several more candidates” 

o Azar says they’re expanding manufacturing capacity and already making vials, 

needles and syringes 

• HHS Secretary Alex Azar says at coronavirus task force briefing there are two drugs 

that have offered promising results to treat Covid-19. 

o Along with remdesivir, “we’ve added dexamethasone, a very low-cost steroid, to 

our treatment guidelines, and we believe it’s reasonable to assume that other 

corticosteroids which may be more readily accessible in some places would have 

similar immunological effects,” Azar says at briefing held at HHS 

o “We have a much better grasp of the virus,” says Azar, adding that some vaccines 

may be ready toward the end of the year 

• Anthony Fauci, the infectious-disease expert, says contact tracing is not working in 

slowing the spread of the coronavirus in the U.S., according to CNBC. 

o “It’s not going well,” Fauci tells CNBC, adding those groups trying to conduct 

contact tracing aren’t doing it properly 

o Fauci says authorities are considering so-called pooling tests 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/26/coronavirus-contact-tracing-is-not-going-well-fauci-says.html?
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• White House coronavirus task force member Dr. Anthony Fauci says some areas of 

the U.S. are doing well mitigating spread of the coronavirus, and some are not. 

o “As you can see, we are facing a serious problem in certain areas,” says Fauci at 

White House virus task force briefing 

o “We can be either part of the solution or part of the problem,” Fauci says 

• Task force coordinator Deborah Birx says older people in states where coronavirus 

cases are up should stay home and shelter 

• Vice President Mike Pence will travel to Texas, Arizona, and Florida due to the 

coronavirus, he says at White House virus task force briefing, which is being held at 

HHS. 

o Pence says he spoke with Arizona, Texas and Florida governors “in the last 12 

hours” and plans to hold his weekly call with govenors on Monday 

• The directors of the NIH and CDC will testify before a Senate Appropriations Subcmte 

July 2 on the progress of a coronavirus vaccine, according to a cmte announcement. 

o NIH Director Francis Collins and CDC Director Robert Redfield will testify, 

along with Gary Disbrow, acting director for biomedical advanced research and 

development authority at HHS 

• The federal government’s quick action to issue stimulus payments in the wake of the 

coronavirus crisis led to more than a billion dollars of fraudulent payments, while slow 

action to address the health risks might have worsened the outbreak, according to 

a report by a government watchdog. 

o Still, the government has yet to spend much of the $2.6 trillion that Congress has 

approved for the coronavirus response. So far, only $643 billion has gone to the 

six largest programs, which include the corporate bailout fund, small business 

loans and funding for health care providers. 

o The report is the most comprehensive assessment to date of the government’s 

efforts to combat the health and economic consequences of the pandemic. 

• Trump admin. is considering testing people for coronavirus in groups, Anthony Fauci, 

director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, tells Washington 

Post. 

o Under this method, one test is used on a pool of samples from several people 

o If it comes back negative, researchers move on to another pool. If it’s positive, 

then each individual in sample gets tested 

o Fauci also says current approach isn’t working 

https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707839.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCJ72Z3HBS3K
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCJ72Z3HBS3K
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• Education Secretary Betsy DeVos announced yesterday a new rule in a long-running 

dispute, offering public K-12 schools some discretion over how to share coronavirus 

relief aid with private schools, Andrew Kreighbaum reports. 

o But the rule still represents “an opportunistic money grab” to advance a school 

privatization agenda, Dan Domenech, the executive director of AASA, the School 

Superintendents Association, said.  

• The IRS issued about 1.1 million stimulus payments worth $1.4 billion to recently 

deceased people, which largely went to their next of kin, the Government 

Accountability Office found. Its report recommended that Congress allow the Social 

Security Administration to share its full death data with the Treasury Department to 

prevent future payments to ineligible individuals. 

o The GAO also said it “encountered the most difficulty trying to obtain 

information” from the Small Business Administration on the Paycheck Protection 

Program, which has facilitated hundreds of billions of dollars in government-

backed, forgivable loans to help small businesses stay afloat. Lawmakers have 

criticized the program for not being transparent enough about where the funds are 

going. 

• With only days remaining until the SBA stops taking new PPP applications on June 30, 

more than $100 billion in funding remained as of June 20—a surprising outcome 

considering lawmakers and companies feared that the more than $600 billion funds 

would dry up. 

o Congress is now debating about what to do with the leftover money and how to 

reach businesses that didn’t get the loans yet. Sen. Ben Cardin (Md.), the top 

Democrat on the Small Business & Entrepreneurship Committee, said there is 

strong bipartisan support for another round of PPP loans, “but to have it targeted 

more to those small businesses that really need the help.” 

• U.S. airline CEOs are set to meet today with Vice President Mike Pence, the White 

House said, as the Covid-19 pandemic that has battered travel demand worsens. The 

discussion is expected to center around procedures related to health and safety, said 

people familiar with the matter. Likely topics include contact tracing, taking passengers’ 

temperatures at airports and potential action by the European Union to block U.S. 

travelers, said the people, who asked not to be named because the meeting p reparations 

are private. 

o The gathering is set for 2 p.m. at the White House. Slated to attend are the CEOs 

of American Airlines, Delta Air Lines, JetBlue and United Airlines, said one of 

https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707839.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB325
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the people. Southwest Airlines confirmed plans for the meeting and said the 

company president, Tom Nealon, would attend 

• Director of the National Economic Council Larry Kudlow said the U.S. economy 

won’t shut down again, even as the U.S. sees an uptick in Covid-19 cases. His comments 

echo Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, who told CNBC the same thingearlier in June.  

o Spiking infection rates here and there could shutter individual places, but 

Americans will “have to live with this, from time to time,” Kudlow told Fox 

Business Network yesterday. 

• The Trump administration plans to publicly release details about coronavirus relief 

loans for small businesses by the end of next week after reversing its position on 

withholding the data. Company names and other details about Paycheck Protection 

Program loans of $150,000 and more, plus certain details about smaller loans without 

information identifying the firms, will be posted on the Small Business Administration’s 

website, according to a Treasury Department official speaking on condition of 

anonymity. 

o Congressional committees that have been demanding the information will get 

access to the full data with the understanding that personally identifiable and 

sensitive business information will be treated as confidential, according to letters 

sent to the House Ways and Means Committee and Select Subcommittee on 

the Coronavirus Crisis by Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and SBA 

Administrator Jovita Carranza and released by the SBA. 

o The full data will also be provided to the Government Accountability Office, 

the letters to the committee said. The GAO had said that the SBA wasn’t 

cooperating with its request for loan details. 

o The loans of as much as $10 million can become grants if the proceeds are spent 

mostly on payroll. As of Thursday night, more than 4.7 million loans totaling 

$517.1 billion had been approved, according to SBA. The program ends Tuesday, 

when SBA will stop accepting new applications. 

• Recent guidance concerning a federal pandemic relief program undercuts lawsuits against 

the Small Business Administration for barring loan seekers with criminal records, the 

Trump administration said in a court filing. 

o The memo, filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland, highlights 

Wednesday changes to the Paycheck Protection Program that limit a criminal 

justice restriction in the program to only apply to loan applicants whose parole 

terms begin within a year of their loan application.  

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBRLNGT1UM11
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCHKENT0G1L4
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/public/document/CarmensCornerStoreetalvSmallBusinessAdministrationetalDocketNo120/1?doc_id=XEEDKDNQGI911QOIJABSMK3TG8
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-13942.pdf
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o The PPP, part of the government’s coronavirus response (Public Law 116-136), 

has facilitated hundreds of billions of dollars in government-backed, forgivable 

loans to small business owners. The lead lawsuit, filed by the New Civil Liberties 

Alliance on behalf of Maryland business owner Altimont Mark Wilks, alleged 

that the Small Business Administration exceeded its statutory authority by barring 

some business owners with criminal records from applying from loans. 

o “The individual Plaintiffs do not fall within the rule’s terms, as modified, and so 

the restriction no longer bars the Plaintiff businesses from applying for PPP 

loans,” the government said in the memo, filed Wednesday night. 

• Back in April, when the U.S. Small Business Administration was approving about $25 

billion in coronavirus loans a day, lawmakers and companies were concerned that $669 

billion in relief would run dry, leaving countless mom-and-pop firms hanging.  

o Yet the Paycheck Protection Program had more than $100 billion in funding 

left as of last Saturday, with only days remaining until the SBA stops taking new 

applications on June 30. 

• About $38.5 billion in relief loans for U.S. small businesses were canceled by the end of 

May, as many firms scrambled to return loans after a public outcry about larger 

companies that took funds, while others were spurred by concerns about having such debt 

become a grant. The value of the canceled loans appeared in today’s GAO report based 

on data from the SBA that showed over 170,000 loans had been canceled as of May 31, 

with more being reported. 

o The Small Business Administration said yesterday that over 4.7 million aid 

loans totaling $516.5 billion have been cleared, including cancellations. There 

was still about $128 billion in remaining funds as of June 20 with just a few days 

until the agency stops accepting new applications this Tuesday. 

• Top White House economic adviser Larry Kudlow acknowledged “spikes and hot 

spots” of new coronavirus cases could force shutdowns “in individual places or certain 

stores,” but on the Fox Business Network he said the U.S. economy will not shut again. 

o Kudlow downplayed the rise in new cases, saying the rate of increase had only 

risen “just a little bit” nationally. “The health experts are not telling us there’s a 

second wave and we have the tools to deal with this much more expeditiously 

than we had two or three months ago,” he said. 

• CDC Director Robert Redfield estimates that for every confirmed coronavirus case, 

there are possibly 10 more that are undiagnosed, the Washington Post reports. 

o Redfield also estimates that 92-95% of the U.S. population is still susceptible to 

the virus 

https://aboutbtax.com/PQ6
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/public/document/CarmensCornerStoreetalvSmallBusinessAdministrationetalDocketNo120?doc_id=X24CUBMS0J79VIQ2MMO25MF7GS4
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBS7MKT1UM0Y
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCHISPDWX2Q4
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCHVF63HBS3K
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• The U.S. economy was not reopened too early despite rising cases of the coronavirus in 

some states, Labor Sec. Eugene Scalia tells Bloomberg TV. 

o Coronavirus “flare ups” are serious matters and “Americans need to take care,” 

Scalia says 

o Says he is hopeful the June jobs report will show “significant progress” from last 

month 

• Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said the Trump administration is working with the 

European Union over how to restart travel suspended by the Covid-19 pandemic, even as 

the bloc considers whether to exclude Americans from an initial reopening plan. The U.S. 

doesn’t want to open back up in a way that “jeopardizes the United States from people 

traveling here—and we certainly don’t want to cause problems anyplace else,” Pompeo 

told reporters.  

• Pregnant women with Covid-19 are at greater risk for being hospitalized and sent to an 

intensive-care unit than women who aren’t expecting, the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention said as it added pregnancy to the list of conditions that make 

patients more likely to suffer severe complications. 

o An agency study found pregnant women were 5.4 times more likely to be 

hospitalized, 1.5 times more likely to be admitted to the ICU and 1.7 times more 

likely to end up on a ventilator. Pregnant women didn’t have a higher risk of 

death, according to the CDC’s findings. 

• About two-thirds of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services employees will be 

furloughed in August if Congress doesn’t provide more money, a USCIS spokesperson 

said yesterday. 

o About 13,400 of USCIS’s 20,000 employees will receive notice by July 2 of an 

administrative furlough that would start Aug. 3, the spokesperson said. The 

agency relies on fees, and has seen a 50% drop in revenue during the coronavirus 

pandemic, the spokesperson said 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue and FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn 

said efforts by some countries to restrict global food exports related to Covid-19 

transmission are not consistent with the known science of transmission. 

o There is no evidence that people can contract Covid-19 from food or from food 

packaging, according to the statement 

• The US needs to start considering "flooding the system with testing" in light of new data 

from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention suggesting that for every person 

infected with Covid-19, 10 more people in the country go undiagnosed, Dr. Anthony 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB49820
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCHQCRDWLU6N
https://www.cnn.com/videos/health/2020/06/25/cdc-says-ten-times-more-coronavirus-cases-than-reported-nr-vpx.cnn
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Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said 

Friday. 

o Speaking during a pre-recorded interview with CNBC, Fauci called the CDC's 

findings "sobering news." 

o "No way is it good news when you think there are 10 times more people infected 

than you thought there were," Fauci said. "So I think that's something that we 

need to address … to consider start literally flooding the system with testing, to 

really get a good handle about what is going on in the community." 

• Vice President Mike Pence said it's up to state and local governments to issue guidance 

and orders on face masks. 

o Asked if he had a message to Americans about the importance of wearing masks, 

Pence said "people ought to listen to their state and local authorities." 

o While a handful of states require people to wear masks in public, many others 

have not issued any guidance. Some individual cities and counties have also 

issued orders to require facial coverings. 

o Pence said he's in contact with many state and local leaders, and said he's assured 

them that he will urge Americans to follow local directives. 

• Dr. Robert Redfield, the head of the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, said the country is "not defenseless" in its fight against Covid-19, urging the 

public, especially millennials and those under 40, to commit to following CDC Covid-19 

guidelines. 

o "I also want to appeal to the millennials and those that are under 40. It's really 

important that this group really commit themselves to these practices to 

protect those at risk. And it's not just the elderly that are at risk. Many of us may 

have friends and colleagues that are younger that may not advertise 

their underlying co-morbidities," Redfield said. 

o Redfield called coronavirus precautions "powerful weapons" and said the 

American people have a "collective responsibility to recommit ourselves to put 

them into routine practice." 

• More than 120,000 courses of remdesivir have been distributed to all of 50 states, Health 

and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar said at today's coronavirus task force 

briefing. 

o Remdesivir is the only drug known to work against Covid-19. While not a 

blockbuster drug, a study shows it shaves four days off a hospital stay, from 15 to 

11 days. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/19/us/states-face-mask-coronavirus-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/01/health/remdesivir-coronavirus-phase-iii-trial-gilead-study/index.html
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• Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation's top health expert, said data shows that parts of the 

country are "facing a serious problem in certain areas." 

o "There is something important that I would like to get a message to the country in 

general. When you have an outbreak of an infectious disease, it's a dynamic 

process that is global, so remember, what happened in China affected us, what 

happened in Europe affected us, what's happening here is affecting others. We 

can't get away from that. It's interconnected. Therefore, if we are an 

interconnected society we've got to look at what our role is in trying to put an end 

to this," Fauci said. 

o Fauci said "we're not going to say blame," but noted that the increase in numbers 

in some parts of the US could be attributed to many factors including states 

reopening too soon or citizenry not following the appropriate guidelines. 

• Vice President Mike Pence will travel in the coming days to three states hit hardest by a 

recent surge in coronavirus cases, he announced on Friday. 

o Pence said he would visit Texas on Sunday alongside Dr. Deborah Birx, the 

White House coronavirus response coordinator. He said he would travel to 

Arizona on Tuesday and Florida next Thursday to "get a ground report" in places 

where coronavirus is rising dramatically. 

o Pence said he'd spoken to the governors of those three states in the last 12 hours, 

and announced he would also convene a call with the nation's governors and the 

White House task force on Monday. 

• In the first public coronavirus task force briefing in nearly two months, Vice President 

Mike Pence said there are currently "no outstanding requests" from any state at this 

moment for personal protective equipment, including the hard-hit states in the South. 

o Pence said the administration is ready "at a moment's notice" to provide supplies 

as needed 

• Multiple health experts are discussing the possibility of "pool testing" — a method of 

coronavirus testing that mixes several samples together into a "batch," or pool. 

o Dr. Deborah Birx, the White House coronavirus response coordinator, said the 

new approach could drastically expand the nation's knowledge of how and where 

the virus is spreading, 

o "If you look around the globe, the way people are doing a million tests or 10 

million tests is they're doing pooling," Birx said during an online conference of 

the American Society for Microbiology. "Pooling would give us the capacity to 

go from a half a million tests a day to potentially 5 million individuals tested per 

day by those poolings."  
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o Birx added that there could be opportunities to do five-people pools or greater, 

which would allow for people to return to schools sand workplaces with the 

ability to test on a frequent basis.  

• The US Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has expanded its list of 

those most at risk of becoming severely ill from coronavirus, warning that a substantial 

number of people are vulnerable. 

o The agency previously said that people aged over 65 years and older were at high 

risk of severe illness. 

o On Thursday the CDC removed the age classification, saying that risk increased 

as people aged. 

o "[The] CDC now warns that among adults, risk increases steadily as you age, and 

it’s not just those over the age of 65 who are at increased risk for severe illness," 

the agency said in a statement. 

• The US has probably only counted about 10% of people infected with coronavirus, Dr. 

Robert Redfield, director of the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said 

Thursday. 

o The CDC has been looking at antibody tests done across the country to see how 

many people had past infections that were not diagnosed at the time, and sees 

many more cases than have been officially reported. 

• Contrasting some of the optimistic messaging coming out of the Trump administration in 

recent days, Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation's top infectious disease expert, said it may be 

time to “drop back a few yards” to think about the original reopening guidelines. 

o He had a stark message for anyone comfortable with the risks of Covid-19: “A 

risk for you is not just isolated to you because if you get infected, you are part, 

innocently or inadvertently, of propagating the dynamic process of a pandemic.” 

o Fauci began his comments at the White House coronavirus task force briefing by 

admitting that some states may have opened too soon. 

• The U.S. didn’t invest enough in its medical stockpile before the coronavirus pandemic, 

and billions of dollars have yet to make it to state and local governments, federal 

watchdogs said in a review released yesterday of recent laws responding to the virus. 

o The process of disbursing appropriated funds has been mixed in the Trump 

administration’s response to the pandemic, with some funds moving quickly and 

others stalling, according to the Government Accountability Office report. 

That’s especially true when it comes to aid to state and local governments, a key 

debate for future legislation. 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0625-update-expands-covid-19.html
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707839.pdf
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Capitol Hill 

• The House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis holds a hearing on the 

Government Accountability Office’s recommendations to improve the federal response 

to Covid-19. The GAO reported yesterday the Trump administration won’t say what’s in 

the national medical supply stockpile or what supplies have been shared with states. The 

Strategic National Stockpile contains reserves of medical supplies to be distributed 

during public health emergencies like the pandemic. 

o States struggling to provide sufficient protective equipment for health-care 

workers have criticized the Trump administration for the way it has managed the 

stockpile. The GAO said it will still seek information about the stockpile’s 

contents and what it has sent to states. 

• Retired Marine General Joseph Dunford, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

is the leading candidate to head the bipartisan Congressional Oversight Commission 

that’s policing about $500 billion in coronavirus rescue loans made to industries, 

according to three people familiar with the matter. 

o The selection of the chairman is the shared responsibility of Speaker Nancy Pelosi 

(D-Calif.) and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), and the choice 

of Dunford hasn’t been finalized. One person said Dunford was going through 

background and ethics checks. Spokesmen for Pelosi and McConnell would not 

comment. Dunford was chairman of the Joint Chiefs from 2015 until 2019, and 

before that served as Marine Corps commandant.  

• Pelosi said yesterday her discussions with Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin are “more 

general” these days and aren’t focusing on more stimulus. Still, Mnuchin is getting the 

message from other quarters, such as the Federal Reserve, that Americans need more 

relief, she said in a virtual interview with The Washington Post. 

• Congressional lawmakers are calling for changes at the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention before giving it a new injection of federal money, citing mistakes at the 

public health agency during the coronavirus pandemic,. 

o The CDC needs a major investment of billions of dollars over several years to 

better prepare for virus outbreaks, many lawmakers agree. However, they want 

the agency to avoid repeating the same errors that led to delays in rolling out 

Covid-19 tests and muted important health messages. 

o “I don’t know what the problem is—there’s just a problem,” Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-

La.) said. “I’m not going to give them more funds unless they reform, unless that 

money goes toward reform,” Cassidy, himself a physician, said in a statement to 

Bloomberg Government.  

https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110831
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110831
https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live-house-speaker-nancy-pelosi-june-25/
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB38846
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• The top Republican on a House Oversight subcommittee pressed for federal 

employees to be returned to office-based work, saying during a hearing that the 

government is out of step with private-sector businesses across the U.S. However, Rep. 

Jody Hice (R-Ga.), ranking member of the House Oversight Subcommittee on 

Government Operations, was countered by the panel’s chairman, Gerry Connolly (D-

Va.), citing the recent surges in cases. 

• House Energy and Commerce Republicans introduced 26 bills that seek to expand 

broadband internet access and speed infrastructure build-out during the Covid-19 crisis. 

o “The Covid-19 pandemic has demonstrated that the Internet is more than just a 

helpful tool – it’s a lifeline to help Americans access health care, earn a living, 

receive an education, and more,” Rep. Greg Walden (Ore.), the top Republican on 

the committee, and Rep. Bob Latta (Ohio), the top Republican on the 

Communications and Technology Subcommittee, said in a statement. 

• House Judiciary Cmte Chairman Jerry Nadler and Democratic Senator Dick 

Durbin introduce legislation that would make changes to the Chapter 11 bankruptcy 

process to curb practices that deprive workers of earnings and retirement savings. 

o “As we grapple with the economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, this 

bill can help protect American workers from getting the short end of the stick if 

their company has to file for bankruptcy,” Durbin says in statement 

o Bill would restrict executive compensation programs, clarify that “the principal 

purpose of Chapter 11 bankruptcy is the preservation of jobs to maximum extent 

possible” and establish new rules for payment of workers’ severance pay: 

statement 

• A pandemic preparedness and resilience national security fund would be created 

under a draft of the House Armed Service Cmte’s FY21 defense authorization bill. 

o Fund of about $1b would include money for research for fast medical 

countermeasures “against novel threats, at population scale and approved for use 

in people.” 

• Congress needs to clarify the Strategic National Stockpile’s mission and role to prevent 

issues with getting necessary supplies during public health emergencies in the future, a 

top Republican senator said Wednesday. 

o The U.S. is “paying the price for this lack of articulation and clarity during the 

current pandemic,” Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 

Committee Chairman Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) said during a hearing of his 

committee. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB51230
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB462
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB10995
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB413
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1746
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1746
https://aboutbgov.com/RD5


 
  

COVID-19 6/26 UPDATE 
 

o The hearing comes as health-care workers have struggled to get enough personal 

protective equipment during the Covid-19 crisis. 

• Top Democrats in the House and Senate are backing a measure that would prevent 

companies that moved their official headquarters offshore to avoid U.S. taxes from 

accessing coronavirus aid. 

o The legislation would block companies that engage in corporate inversion 

transactions from participating in the Federal Reserve’s emergency lending 

programs. It would also block them from taking advantage of new tax breaks for 

business losses and interest payments.  

• Oil companies would be able to take advantage of expanded and accelerated tax 

deductions under legislation Republican senators are advancing to aid domestic 

producers during the coronavirus pandemic. 

o The measure (S. 4041), sponsored by Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) and backed by 

10 other oil-state senators, would provide a framework for possible oil industry-

targeted relief as lawmakers more aggressively discuss a new stimulus package. 

• Sens. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) and Cory Booker (D-N.J.) in a letter yesterday 

called on the National Collegiate Athletic Association to prohibit schools from 

“coercing” students to sign liability waivers that would exempt institutions from 

accountability for the spread of the coronavirus. A growing number of schools are 

requiring college athletes sign the waivers, the lawmakers said in a letter 

• Members of the Texas congressional delegation on both sides of the aisle are asking the 

Trump administration to reconsider its decision to halt direct funding to 

several coronavirus testing sites in the Lone Star State, where there has been a surge of 

Covid-19 cases. 

o Lawmakers from the state, including Republican Sens. John Cornyn and Ted 

Cruz, say they do not understand why the federal assistance is being pulled as 

their state sees more and more coronavirus cases. 

o "Frankly, I didn't understand what they were thinking," Cornyn told CNN on 

Thursday. 

o In a joint letter sent to Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar and 

FEMA Administrator Pete Gaynor on Thursday, Cornyn and Cruz urged the 

administration "to grant an extension of the program for the testing sites in 

Texas," which they said are "critical to Texas' testing capacity." 

• Republican Sen. Marco Rubio said despite the uptick in cases in his home state of 

Florida, he does not think that there should be a statewide law mandating masks, 

questioning how that would be enforced. 

https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6841814549134049290
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248609
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247825
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB730910
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/25/politics/texas-coronavirus-testing-trump-funding/index.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twCNN&utm_content=2020-06-26T13:58:42
http://www.cnn.com/2020/02/06/health/wuhan-coronavirus-timeline-fast-facts/index.html
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o "People should do it out of the respect for others," Rubio said about wearing a 

mask, saying asymptomatic and healthy people can spread the disease to 

"somebody else who is not doing so well. And we know (masks) are effective in 

reducing 50% of the infections. It's just really not a big deal." 

State/Local 

• The governors of Florida and Texas pulled back some of the measures put in place to 

reopen those states as coronavirus infections rise. 

o Additionally, governors of Arizona, Arkansas, Delaware, Idaho, Louisiana, 

Maine, Nevada, New Mexico, and North Carolina have announced they will not 

move ahead to the next phase of reopening. 

• Miami Mayor Francis Suarez said “all options have to be on the table” when asked if 

he would consider implementing another stay-at-home order for the Florida city as 

Covid-19 cases rise.  

• Florida on Friday also banned on-premises alcohol consumption at bars, according to a 

tweet from the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation. 

• Face masks will be required in Jefferson County, Alabama, starting Monday. 

o The masks will be required at public establishments, according to a public health 

order declared Friday. 

o Jefferson County is home to Birmingham, which is the state's most populous city, 

according to the state's demographic website. 

• California Gov. Gavin Newsom has advised Imperial County’s health officials to 

reinstate its stay-at-home order, he announced in a news conference. 

o Imperial County has a coronavirus positivity rate of 23%, with a case rate of 680 

in the past week. The population of Imperial County is approximately 181,000. 

• Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker said the state is moving forward into phase four on Friday, 

which will allow indoor dining, museums, zoos and other businesses to resume. 

o "The doctors and public health experts have reviewed the data and the proposed 

conditions for greater public activity and work conditions and have approved 

them, including the following activities with Covid-related health safety 

guidelines," he said. 

o "Hundreds of thousands more Illinoisans will be able to return to work," he 

added. 

• K-12 schools in Connecticut should plan to reopen for all students in the fall, state 

officials announced on Thursday  
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o To do this, schools must work to maximize social distancing, including 

reconfiguring desks to maximize distance, frequent hand washing, and requiring 

face coverings for students and staff, Miguel Cardona, the commissioner of the 

Connecticut Department of Education, said at a news conference.  

• California’s borders will remain open to visitors, even if Covid-19 cases are surging in 

other areas like Arizona, Texas, and Florida. 

• Massachusetts will aim to reopen K-12 schools for as many students as possible in the 

fall, Gov. Charlie Baker said in a news conference. 

o The announcement came as the state released guidelines meant to limit 

transmission of Covid-19 in school settings for the fall. 

• California Gov. Gavin Newsom has declared a budget emergency due to the 

coronavirus pandemic, according to a statement from his office. 

o The state's budget has gone from a $21 billion surplus to a $54.3 billion deficit in 

a matter of months. It was decimated by the economic demands of the pandemic.  

o The governor's proclamation clears the way for the state legislature to use a $16 

billion rainy fund to respond to the Covid-19 pandemic. Expenditures include 

personal protective equipment, medical equipment, and services to protect 

vulnerable populations. 

• An appeals court has granted Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s emergency stay to 

keep gyms in the state closed, court documents show.  

o On June 19, a federal judge ruled that indoor gym facilities could reopen in the 

state after a lawsuit was filed by the League of Independent Fitness Facilities and 

Trainers (LIFFT). Whitmer appealed that ruling, court records show.   

• New York Governor Andrew Cuomo was sued for requiring visitors from states with 

spiking Covid-19 numbers to go into quarantine for 14 days after arriving. Oklahoma, 

where Jeffrey Jones lives in Tulsa, isn’t currently on the list of target states. But the 

employment lawyer says the governor’s order infringes on his constitutional right to 

travel freely throughout the U.S. 

• Florida Governor Ron DeSantis said he doesn’t have plans to go to the next phase of 

re-opening as cases surge in his state. Asked Thursday about other states that paused, 

DeSantis said he never said when the state would move to the next phase. Speaking from 

Tampa, he also noted that South Florida, the region with the most cases, is on a delayed 

re-opening schedule. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCFVN0DWX2PV
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• Texas added 5,996 cases in the past 24 hours, a third consecutive day of record-breaking 

increases, according to state health department data. The 4.8% jump exceeded the 3.9% 

seven-day average and brought total inflections to 131,917 

• Houston-area intensive-case unit wards reached 100% of their capacity, according to 

data compiled by the Texas Medical Center. About 28% of those patients were being 

treated for Covid-19. 

• California reported 5,349 new cases, its second-largest daily jump, for a total of 

195,571, according to state data. The 2.8% increase was in line with the 7-day average. 

Deaths climbed by 1.8% to 5,733. 

• Texas Governor Greg Abbott suspended elective surgeries in the state’s biggest cities -- 

Houston, Dallas, San Antonio and Austin -- to open more hospital capacity for Covid-19 

cases, according to a statement released on Thursday. 

o The cities are in four counties that “have experienced significant increases in 

people being hospitalized due to Covid-19” and halting such surgeries is 

precaution to ensure “hospitals in these counties continue to have ample supply of 

available beds to treat Covid-19 patients,” Abbott said in the statement 

• The federal government has granted Texas Gov. Greg Abbott's request to extend 

operations of community-based Covid-19 testing sites across the state today.  

o According to a statement, the federal government will maintain the program's 

support while surging resources to Dallas and Houston. 

o "These federally-supported testing sites are a vital component of this 

commitment," Abbott said in the statement. "I thank our federal partners for 

extending these operations in Texas, and for their flexibility in allocating their 

resources to the communities of Dallas and Houston that are experiencing a high 

number of COVID-19 cases right now." 

• Texas Gov. Greg Abbott issued an executive order today that limits certain businesses 

and services as part of the state’s effort to "contain the spread of Covid-19." 

o Texas is among at least 11 states seeing a 50% increase or more in cases 

compared to the previous week. 

o Here is what the order includes: 

o All bars that get more than 51% of their gross receipts from the sale of alcoholic 

beverages are required to close at 12:00 p.m. today. 

o These businesses may remain open for delivery and take-out, including for 

alcoholic beverages, as authorized by the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 

Commission.  

https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-28_targeted_response_to_reopening_COVID-19.pdf
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o Restaurants can remain open for dine-in service, but their capacities can not 

exceed 50% of total listed indoor occupancy, beginning on Monday. 

o Rafting and tubing businesses must close. 

o Outdoor gatherings of 100 or more people must be approved by local 

governments, with certain exceptions. 

• New York City will start the third phase of reopening on July 6, to add indoor dining and 

personal-care services, and access to basketball and tennis courts, and dog runs, Mayor 

Bill de Blasio said. 

o “It’s important for everyone that this city keeps moving,” de Blasio said, crediting 

New Yorkers with adhering to social distancing and face covering regulations. 

o Under state guidelines for Phase 3, indoor dining capacity is limited to 50% of 

maximum occupancy and all tables must be at least 6 feet apart. Employees must 

wear face coverings at all times, and patrons must wear them except while seated. 

• U.S. Travel Association opposes the 14-day self quarantine requirement ordered by New 

York, New Jersey and Connecticut for out of state visitors, Tori Barnes, executive vice 

president for the group, says in a statement. 

o New travel restrictions are “not the direction we want to be heading for jobs and 

the economy,” says Barnes  

• The Kentucky Derby will run with spectators on Sept. 5. The race will occur with 

spectators “under strict guidelines,” Churchill Downs said. Venue capacity will be 

reduced to limit crowd density, and access throughout the facility will be “severely 

limited.” Fans will be “frequently encouraged” to wear a mask at all times unless seated 

in their reserved seat or venue. Derby week is to be held Sept. 1-5. 

• New York City is currently retrofitting public school classrooms to accommodate as 

many students as possible for the new school year starting on September 10, according to 

Mayor Bill de Blasio.  

o As a part of phase three of reopening in New York City, personal care business 

and indoor dining at 50% capacity can begin on July 6, according to Mayor Bill 

de Blasio.  

o Personal care businesses include nail salons, massage parlors, spas, tanning, tattoo 

and piercing and waxing.  

• As restaurants resume indoor dining at 50% capacity in phase three, NYC small business 

commissioner Jonnel Doris said the city will distribute 2.5 million face coverings and 

connect businesses to purchase items such as sneeze guards and personal protective 

equipment. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCHJSEDWLU6V
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• Harris County, Texas, Judge Lina Hidalgo will increase the county’s warning system to 

its highest level of “severe” today, a county official tells CNN. Houston, Texas' most 

populous city, is in this county. 

o This level threat system recommends residents to “Stay Home.”  

• The Charleston City Council approved an ordinance to require face coverings to reduce 

the risk of exposure to Covid-19, according to a statement.  

o The ordinance will take effect on July 1. 

o "The ordinance is a fine-only offense and will be enforced primarily via 

educational efforts by civilian officers with the city’s Livability Department. It 

will remain in effect for a period of 60 days, unless otherwise terminated," the 

statement said. 

• Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey said the state’s reopening plans are now “on pause” as a 

result of a major spike in coronavirus cases. 

o “It's growing, and it's growing fast across all age groups and demographics,” he 

said at a news conference Thursday. “Anyone can get this virus, and anyone can 

spread this virus." 

o The state Department of Health Services reported new cases topping 3,000 as of 

last week, a pace which the governor said could overwhelm hospital intensive 

care facilities “very soon.” 

o Ducey said the state will not be rolling back their business reopening plans, but 

will be requiring businesses to follow social distancing rules that remain in effect. 

• The city of Hollywood, Florida, issued an emergency order Thursday requiring public 

use of facial coverings due to Covid-19. 

o The order states "all persons beyond the legal boundary of their residential 

property are required to wear a facial covering consistent with current CDC 

guidelines that cover the nose and mouth, including individuals within the 

common areas of all buildings with multiple residences and at their place of 

employment unless exempted by Emergency Orders issued by the Governor of 

the State of Florida or Broward County."  

o Children under the age of two, people engaging in outdoor exercise while 

maintaining six feet of distance from others, those with medical conditions that 

prevent facial coverings and people who are employed in a profession where a 

facial covering will interfere with their duties are exempt from the order.  

• Kentucky will allow visitation at assisted living and personal care homes starting 

Monday, Eric Friedlander, secretary for the state's Cabinet for Health and Family 

Services, announced Thursday. 
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o Activities with 10 or fewer people, communal dining, and off-site appointments 

will be allowed for these facilities, according to a statement from the governor's 

office. 

• After three months of encouraging tourists to stay away from Hawaii, the US state will 

begin easing its mandatory quarantine on August 1. 

o “Now is the time to work together as a community to ensure that our residents and 

local businesses can safely return to a larger volume of travelers,” Gov. David Ige 

said in a news conference Wednesday. 

o Currently, anyone travelling into Hawaii from out of state must self-quarantine for 

14 days. But the new program will allow visitors to avoid that quarantine as long 

as they test negative for coronavirus within 72 hours of their arrival.  

• Washington state is issuing new coronavirus guidelines for colleges and universities as 

they prepare for students to return in the fall. 

o “Their return to campus won't be in the usual situation. Changes are afoot,” Gov. 

Jay Inslee said Wednesday. 

o All students will be asked if they have Covid-19-related symptoms before being 

allowed back on school grounds. Social distancing is required, and many larger 

lecture classes may be switching to an online format. 

• A group of Florida lawmakers wrote a letter to Gov. Ron DeSantis urging him to 

require masks statewide.  

o “The recommendation by Florida Surgeon General Scott Rivkees, that all 

individuals in Florida should wear face coverings in any setting where social 

distancing is not possible” is evidence that wearing a mask in public is sound and 

necessary practice from a scientific perspective. You must take the next step and 

make it a requirement,” the letter read. 

o The lawmakers who signed the letter include: Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Donna 

Shalala, Alcee L. Hastings, Ted Deutch, Charlie Crist, Val Demings, Lois 

Frankel, Stephanie Murphy, Kathy Castor, Frederica Wilson, Darren Soto, Al 

Lawson and Debbie Murcarsel-Powell.  

International 

• The European Union moved closer to recommending that travelers from the U.S. 

shouldn’t be allowed to enter the bloc after July 1, according to a draft list being 

considered by officials. 
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o EU diplomats have mostly agreed on 18 countries, including Canada and South 

Korea, that should be allowed into the EU because the level of new Covid-19 

cases meets the bloc’s criteria, according to a copy of the list seen by Bloomberg. 

o Twelve other countries are still being considered, according to the list. The U.S. 

isn’t on the list at all. Discussion is continuing and the list could still change.  

o China is among those countries that are on the list but considered problematic, 

according to an EU official with knowledge of the discussions.  

• Ireland moves to the third stage of reopening on Monday, with domestic travel 

resuming, most businesses able to operate and sports restarting, Prime Minister Leo 

Varadkar said in Dublin. Face coverings will be mandatory on public transport. Some 

restrictions on international travel will ease July 9, he said. 

• The Eiffel Tower reopened for visitors on Thursday, but its elevators won’t start 

functioning until July 1, while face masks are compulsory and traffic flow is in only one 

direction. 

• Covid-19 antibody tests still need better assessment before the U.K. government rolls 

them out in a massive effort for doctors and patients, health experts warned. 

o The tests aren’t accurate enough to reliably show whether people have been 

exposed to the coronavirus and can’t tell whether they’re immune, 14 professors 

and scientists said a letter published in the BMJ medical journal. The U.K.’s 

National Health Service wants to process thousands of samples a day within a 24-

hour period. 

• Germany and France have pledged hundreds of millions in extra funding for the World 

Health Organization (WHO) just weeks after Donald Trump announced the US would 

terminate its relationship with the body. 

o German Health Minister Jens Spahn announced at a press conference in Geneva 

on Thursday that his government was set to provide an extra €266 million ($298 

million) in funding to the WHO. 

• France's second largest airport reopened on Friday, for the first time since closing on 

April 1. 

• Portugal will bring back coronavirus stay at home orders for several areas of Lisbon, 

said Prime Minister António Costa on Thursday.  

o The reinstated lockdown will apply to 19 boroughs in the Lisbon Metro Area, not 

including the capital city's downtown area, as local authorities fight a surge in 

Covid-19 infections in the city's outskirts. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCGVRODWX2PT
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• Brazil announced plans to expand coronavirus testing in a televised briefing from the 

health ministry Wednesday. 

o The ministry estimates the delivery of 46.5 million tests to the public health 

system by the end of the year, Secretary of Health Surveillance Arnaldo Correia 

said in the briefing.  

o Of those tests, there will be 24.5 million PCR tests that look for direct evidence of 

the  

Other 

• A coalition of airline worker unions asked Congress on Thursday to extend the industry 

payroll bailout through next March to stave off what they warned are inevitable mass 

layoffs.   

o Six unions whose members include flight attendants, pilots, and ground-based 

aviation workers pointed to signals from airline executives that job cuts are on the 

horizon when the federal money stops flowing on October 1.   

o “Only through an extension of PSP grants can Congress ensure that airline 

workers will continue to stay on payroll and ready to turn the industry around, 

prevent mass unemployment in October, and keep aviation workers ready to lift 

off as travel picks back up,” the groups wrote, referring to the Payroll Support 

Program that paid out as much as $25 billion to passenger airlines to prevent 

layoffs.   

• Apple plans to close seven stores in Texas again due to an uptick in coronavirus cases in 

the state. 

o "Due to current COVID-19 conditions in some of the communities we serve, we 

are temporarily closing stores in these areas," Apple said in a statement. "We take 

this step with an abundance of caution as we closely monitor the situation and we 

look forward to having our teams and customers back as soon as possible." 

o The following stores in the Houston area will be closing again: Highland 

Village, First Colony Mall, Houston Galleria, Memorial City, Willowbrook 

Mall, Baybrook, and The Woodlands. 

• American Airlines plans to begin selling every seat on its aircraft, something it has not 

done since the pandemic struck this spring – leading to the prospect of more full flights.  

o The move comes ahead of the July 4 travel weekend. An American spokesperson 

said the holiday could be its busiest period since March.    
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• By the end of 2021, the World Health Organization plans to deliver about 2 billion 

doses of a coronavirus vaccine to people across the globe, WHO officials announced 

during a virtual media briefing on Friday. 

o One billion of those doses will be purchased for low- and middle-income 

countries, according to WHO. 

o This new goal is part of WHO's Access to Covid-19 Tools Accelerator 

program, which launched in April to bring together governments, health groups, 

scientists, businesses and philanthropists to support efforts to end the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

• Disneyland employee unions are planning a protest on Saturday against the reopening of 

the Southern California theme park, which announced its decision to postpone the July 17 

reopening date. 

▪ The Coalition of Resort Labor Unions (CRLU), which represents 

approximately 17,000 service workers from dozens of unions of the 

Disneyland resort, is hosting an event called “Disney Caravan For 

Safety!” on Saturday in front of the park in Anaheim, California. 

o Last week, CRLU sent a letter to California Gov. Gavin Newsom asking to delay 

the reopening of the park due to safety concerns. 

o On Wednesday, Disney said they are delaying the phased reopening of 

Disneyland and Disney California Adventure but did not announce a new 

reopening date. 

• The trade group representing large U.S. airlines said its members would refund the 

tickets for any passenger denied boarding after being screened by the government for an 

elevated temperature. 

o Airlines for America has been calling on the Transportation Security 

Administration to conduct temperature screenings of all airline passengers as a 

way to help protect travelers from Covid-19. 

o The TSA said in a statement on Thursday evening that it hadn’t made any 

decisions about whether to conduct such checks. 

o “Temperature checks are one of several public health measures recommended by 

the CDC amid the Covid-19 pandemic and will add an extra layer of protection 

for passengers as well as airline and airport employees,” the trade group said in a 

press release earlier Thursday, referring to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. 

o Such screenings will also provide additional confidence that it is safe to travel, the 

group said. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/companies/app/#!/901580
https://www.bgov.com/core/companies/app/#!/29057186
https://www.bgov.com/core/companies/app/#!/29057186
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• Joe Biden says that if he was president now he’d“insist” that everyone in public wear 

masks to prevent the spread of the deadly coronavirus. 

o Biden said in an interview with CBS affiliate KDKA on Thursday that he’d use 

the executive powers of the presidency to try to require American behavior 

changes on mask wearing, which public health experts have credited with being 

able to help slow the spread of Covid-19. 

• Slack Technologies Inc. is joining Twitter Inc., Facebook Inc., and other Silicon Valley 

companies in letting its 2,000 employees work remotely indefinitely, even after 

coronavirus restrictions are lifted. 

o San Francisco-based Slack has 16 offices, including in Tokyo, London and Paris, 

and had planned to stay closed until at least September. Competition for talent is 

one reason to leave a return date open ended, Chief Executive Officer Stewart 

Butterfield told 

• Apple Inc. will close 14 stores in Florida, citing a spike in new coronavirus cases, raising 

total U.S. shop closures to 32. 

o The company on Wednesday closed its seven retail stores in Houston and last 

week again shut 11 stores across Florida, Arizona, North Carolina, and South 

Carolina. Despite the new closures, Apple has reopened the majority of its 271 

U.S. stores. 

• A number of President Trump’s campaign staffers are quarantining after attending his 

rally in Tulsa on Saturday and interacting with colleagues who later tested positive for 

Covid-19, CNN reports, citing two people familiar with the matter. 

o Eight staffers tested positive; staff who were in Tulsa are working remotely and 

will be tested before returning to the office: CNN 

• Macy’s Inc. will cut about 3,900 corporate and management jobs to slash costs in an 

effort to weather the long-term effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on the reeling retail 

sector. The restructuring, announced Thursday, is expected to save the company $365 

million this fiscal year, then about $630 million a year going forward, it said in a 

statement. 

• The Democratic National Convention told state delegates to stay home from the 

gathering in Milwaukee this summer as the party announced it was significantly scaling 

back its nominating convention due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

• The National Basketball Association and the players union have jointly announced that 

16 NBA players have tested positive for coronavirus. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247469
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/video/4604512-joe-biden-talks-masks-coronavirus-pandemic-and-rallies/
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCHZEBT0AFB9
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCHU0MT1UM16
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/25/politics/trump-tulsa-rally-coronavirus/index.html?utm_term=image&utm_source=twCNNp&utm_content=2020-06-25T16%3A39%3A37&utm_medium=social
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCHE96DWLU6F
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o The news comes as the NBA prepares to restart the season on July 30 at the Walt 

Disney World Resort near Orlando, Florida 

• Chuck E. Cheese's parent company, CEC Entertainment, filed for bankruptcy 

Thursday, blaming the financial strain caused by Covid-19 and the prolonged closures of 

its entertainment centers from stay-at-home orders issued across the United States. 

o CEC, which also owns Peter Piper Pizza, said it will use Chapter 11 protection to 

"achieve a comprehensive balance sheet restructuring that supports its re-opening 

and longer-term strategic plans." 
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